
Festuca ovina

Concerns regarding the use of sheep fescue



Qualifiers 

ÂSpecifically non-native hard fescue 
cultivars: Festuca ovina, and Festuca 
ovina var. duriuscala

ÂGeographic location: Grassland, Parkland 
and Rocky Mountain Natural Regions

Â Industrial disturbances in native plant 
communities where restoration is the 
desired outcome     





Documented for Use in 
Reclamation

ÂRRTAC 89 -4 Manual of Plant 
Suitability for Reclamation in Alberta

ÂA Guide to Using Native Plants on 
Disturbed Lands, 1996

ÂNative Plant Revegetation Guidelines 
for Alberta, 2001



Past use 

ÂNative cultivar multi -species seed 
mixes

Â Included to target difficult sites to 
revegetate

ÂErosion control 

ÂDrought prone, nutrient poor soils 

Â Large diameter pipelines, full 
stripped well sites, mines, etc.



Concerns

Â Longevity and persistence in the reclaimed 
community

ÂDecreases space available for desirable 
native species infill

ÂCan invade adjacent native plant 
community

ÂCan cause long term incompatible 
livestock grazing response 


